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On the 50th anniversary of the founding of The Journal of Investigative Dermatology and the Society for Investigative
Dermatology, we want to understand how and why the Society and the Journal were founded. From the distance of
50 years, the remembrances of the few who were present are a valuable resource, but often the perspectives of years
change the balance of fact and fancy. We are truly fortunate that Dr. Arthur Curtis wrote the following article to
commemorate the 15th anniversary of the founding of the Journal and the Society. In this article, Dr. Curtis artfully
captures the protagonists whose efforts led to the founding of this society and journal.
D.A.N.
This, the fifteenth anniversary of the annual meeting of the Society
for Investigative Dermatology, seems an appropriate time to review
the history of its founding, since ‘‘there is nothing in the files of the
Society which would telly how the Society came to be’’ [1]. Few of
us here today know little of why this Society was necessary; who
were its protagonists, or of the duress under which they worked to
bring it into existence. To seek such information from those familiar
with its origin, and to make sure those facts are incorporated in the
archives of this Society is the reason for this chronicle.
Before the actual founding of the Society for Investigative
Dermatology and its Journal, for several successive years a small
group met and informally discussed the possibilities of such a
venture. Advice and ideas were sought from men of every stratum
of dermatology: students, teachers, research workers and
clinicians; from those who were entering their training to those
who were nearing retirement; from officers of medical and allied
scientific societies, and from editors, publishers and business
managers of professional journals. Such a venture required not
only daring courage, but also painstaking consideration.
From these diverse discussions the following facts were
interpreted as favorable to the foundation: the number and
quality of dermatologists and syphilologists had increased
enormously in the nation during the past fifty years. The American
Dermatological Association was the only national society in
dermatology and syphilology at this time. Moreover, this single
society was limited to a very small membership and admitted
only men who had ‘‘arrived.’’ In the past 20 years there had been
an even greater increase in the amount of basic scientific work
being done. It was reasonable to presume that both these factors
were destined to continue at an ever accelerated pace. The
American Medical Association had for years been publishing the
very successful Archives of Dermatology and Syphilology. But
this one journal was the only publication in the specialty, and was
insufficient in coping with the current literature, much less
attempting to handle the waxing wealth of scientific productivity.
This journal had, in its infancy, set the precedent of publishing
society transactions, case reports, and clinical papers, and was
now irrevocably committed to continue. The preponderance of
items of relatively limited interest resulted in its being one or
two years behind in publication of submitted articles. As a result,
many of the more fundamental laboratory investigators were
sending their articles to non-dermatologic journals.
The publishers who were consulted needed no convincing as
to the need for another journal and were most helpful in submit-
ting favorable contracts. However, one publisher (the contract for
publishing was signed with the Williams and Wilkins Company,
Baltimore, Maryland, U.S.A., first for six copies annually and later
for monthly issues) offered the most liberal conditions, which were
designed to help through the neonatal period of the Society and
Journal, reducing, as far as possible, the financial risks.
On the other side of the ledger were the following unfavorable
factors: the venture carried with it considerable risks—tangible
and intangible; the failure of the Society would do irreparable
harm to the prestige of the original protagonists. There was much
antagonism to the idea by many in powerful positions. These
persons felt the society was being founded by those who, despite
their contributions to dermatology, had not yet rightfully ‘‘earned
their positions’’; or, because many of them had received their
training abroad, ‘‘represented foreign schools of thought’’; or, in
some cases, ‘‘were persona non grata,’’ due to personal feelings.
It is unfortunate that into our history must be written that some of
the leaders of our specialty in the United States considered those
favoring a new society and journal as intruders, and resorted to
considerable ‘‘lobbying’’ to prevent their formation.
The founding of a new journal likewise carried a real financial
risk. The publication of a journal worthy of the objectives
concerned might prove an impossible expense. Despite lack of
competition and despite experienced management, the one
existent journal was far from being self-supporting and had to
rely on the American Medical Association for tens of thousands of
dollars a year. The proposed new journal, too, met with personal
animosity, ‘‘one journal is enoughy a second will dilute and
lower the quality of the publicationy the financial deficit of the
journal will be such that it will soon resort to accepting
questionable, false, and misleading advertising.’’
Adverse criticism had been current throughout; and, during
the final deliberations, the rumor of the founding of an academy
of dermatology was heard with increasing frequency. This would,
of course, tend to reduce the need, as well as weaken the
chances of success, of the new Society (N.B. The Society for
Investigative Dermatology was officially founded June 10, 1937.
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The American Academy of Dermatology and Syphilology was
founded January 14, 1938. The two societies and their objectives
have never clashed and often have complemented each other).
After carefully weighing all of the above factors, the many pros
and cons, it was decided the need and possibilities for an investiga-
tive society and journal far outweighed all risks. The ‘‘younger’’ men
who were most active and in whom the idea had originated shortly
after their return from studies abroad in the latter 1920s were
Dr. Marion B. Sulzberger, Dr. S. William Becker, and Dr. Samuel
M. Peck, all three having worked together in Dr. Bruno Bloch’s
clinic in Zurich. Several leaders of American dermatology who
worked, advised, and supported the Society and Journal in every
way and even risked their dermatologic reputations and careers
on the new venture, were Dr. J. Gardner Hopkins, Dr. Joseph
V. Klauder, Dr. John Stokes, Dr. George M. MacKee, Dr. Hamilton
Montgomery, and Dr. Sigmund Pollitzer. This small group of men
pledged their personal financial support to make up any deficit in
the publication of the Journal for the first few years [2].
The new society, the Society for Investigative Dermatology,
was founded at a well-attended organization meeting held at the
Hotel Dennis in Atlantic City on June 10, 1937. That opposition
still existed, is shown by a statement from one who attended—
‘‘having been present at the organization meeting I realized how
hostile various people were to our group and how some actually
walked out during deliberations, who, had they stayed, would
have realized they were present at the birth of a great addition to
world dermatology’’ [3]. This shows ‘‘the feel of the time’’ when
the Society was founded compared to the present.
By placing the emphasis on investigative work, as contrasted
with purely clinical reports, the new Society and Journal would
enable American research workers in dermatology and syphilol-
ogy to have a common medium of expression. The objective of
these joint ventures included the effort to eventually assemble,
under one cover, all of the numerous types of investigative work
dealing with the skin, its functions and reactions both physiologic
and pathologic. Unlike the American Dermatological Associa-
tion, the membership of this Society was not to be limited to
dermatologists who were eminent in that field, but included all
residents of the western hemisphere who were reputable
physicians, instructors, laboratory and research workers engaged
in the study of medicine or allied services whose interests or
research was in the field of the skin [4].
At this meeting the democratic principles governing the
Society were assured by the adopted by-laws. The annual dues
were small and included a subscription to the Journal. It was
decided the first annual meeting and scientific session would be
held in April 1938 in New York City. Because of the amount of
important business it was urged that each member attend the first
annual meeting to express his opinion, influence the policies and
course, and help to ensure the success of the Society and the
Journal. The following were elected officers: Dr. George M.
MacKee, New York, President; Dr. Joseph V. Klauder, Philadel-
phia, Vice-President; Dr. Samuel W. Becker, Chicago, Secretary,
Dr. J. Gardner Hopkins, New York, Treasurer.
The directors were Dr. Sigmund Pollitzer, New York; Dr. John
Stokes, Philadelphia; Dr. Hamilton Montgomery, Rochester,
Minnesota; Dr. Samuel M. Peck, New York; and Dr. Marion B.
Sulzberger, New York. Dr. Marion B. Sulzberger was named
Editor of The Journal of Investigative Dermatology.
There were 428 members of the Society at the time when the
first executive and scientific session was held in New York City on
April 30, 1938. Seven new members were accepted at this session.
The first presidential address, by Dr. George Miller MacKee of
New York, was undoubtedly a reiteration of the founding group’s
expressed aims, and hopes for the new Society:
‘‘One of the main objectives is to coordinate and correlate all the
investigative work done anywhere in the world by anyone, if it has
any relation to the skin. That means that in a sense we are unique in
that our membership will consist, we hope, not only of dermatologists
but also of men and women in other fields and specialties, including
those who are not physicians but who are doing investigative work.
They are all welcome in our roster and in our forum’’[5].
His description of dermatology in the preceding years, its status
in 1938, its relation to medicine in general is well worth quoting:
Those of you who have been practicing dermatology for thirty
years or more will realize that in the past three decades there has
been a tremendous change in all aspects of our specialty. We
were mostly externists in those days. Today dermatology is
closely related to the fundamental medical sciences. We are
embracing medicine—and medicine is embracing us more closely
Figure 1. Part of the original Certificate of Incorporation of the Society for
Investigative Dermatology, Inc., giving the Society its name and purpose.
Figure 2. Five famous signatures are appended to the Certificate of incorporation
‘‘subscribing and acknowledging it’’ on the 24th day of April, 1937.
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each year. Unless we have a Society and Journal in which we
can correlate experimental dermatologic work now being done in
many places, and published in many highly specialized journals,
and hold it in the dermatologic field, there is the possibility that
dermatology will cease to be a comprehensive major specialty. [5]
How well he predicted the growth of the Society and the
Journal is aptly expressed in his following statement:
We are beginning in a modest way. Our Journal is only a small
bi-monthly publication. In the future we hope it will be a monthly
publication. This first year we planned a one-day meeting with
two scientific sessions. We hope that within a few years, meetings
of two or three days will be required. Case reports and the time-
honored clinical type of article will have no place on our programs.
The programs will consist of articles based on creative research,
articles founded on carefully conducted laboratory, clinical and
literary research and an occasional survey or review of investiga-
tive work in various fields in relation to dermatology. [5]
The Journal of the Society for Investigative Dermatology had a
few stormy years and on one occasion an appeal to its members
had to be made for more general support, ‘‘lest it be compelled to
find private subsidy or cease to exist’’ [6].
That the Society and Journal were actually accomplishing the
original anticipated ideals held for them is shown by an excerpt
from the Executive Session of 1939:
It is no exaggeration to say that a good deal of what has been
published this year is not pre-eminently of interest to the practic-
ing dermatologist; and that many articles which have appeared in
our pages are of more interest to other branches and specialties,
such as those of the biochemist, the immunologist, the allergist,
the mycologist, the histopathologist, etc. This is precisely one of
the principal goals of our Society and Journal, namely, to bring to
the attention of medical science the fact that research and inves-
tigation of cutaneous phenomena are of interest to all medicine,
and that many major additions to both general and specialized
medical knowledge will continue to come from observations and
investigations of dermatologic conditions and dermatologic reactions.
y the members of this society have succeeded in launching
what is perhaps the first dermatologic journal which does not
confine itself to the objective of interesting the dermatologist but
which, on the contrary, stresses the publication of material that
may be of equal or even greater interest to non-dermatologists.
I believe that with your cooperation we shall succeed in
continuing to publish a journal of this broad scope.
I say this not only because of my own judgment as to the
character of the already published material and that which
has been presented here today, but because I have received
many messages which support this statement. These messages,
congratulating the Society on the unique character and broad
appeal of our Journal, have come from many different quarters of
the United States and from many countries, including England,
France, the Scandinavian countries, Switzerland, Hungary, Poland,
Cuba, Argentina, Brazil, China, and others.
Because this Society and Journal present such a large
proportion of material of interest to non-dermatologists, as well
as to dermatologists, every dermatologist has a very real and
particular stake in the continued success of our endeavor. [7]
Just as the Society for Investigative Dermatology was becom-
ing an intellectual power in American dermatology, World War II
disrupted its meetings (1942–1945), suspended its Journal (March
1943-February 1945), and took many of its leading men into the
service. In spite of all this, adjustments were made in its
organization, good papers were submitted to its temporary
editorial board, and on May 8, 1945 through the personal efforts
of Dr. S. William Becker, the scientific sessions were resumed
with the sixth annual meeting in Chicago, May 8, 1945.
Fulfilling Dr. George M. MacKee’s predictions, the Journal
became a monthly publication in January 1949. During the
meeting in 1948 Dr. Samuel Peck spoke strongly for a two-day
scientific session, which was accomplished at the June 12, 1949,
scientific session in Atlantic City.
None of those who pledged their personal financial backing
for this new publication was ever called upon to contribute. The
Society and Journal were self-supporting from the beginning, and
now, the Society for Investigative Dermatology under the
Treasureship of Dr. Herman Beerman is financially sound. The
dire forebodings of some concerning the quality of The Journal of
Investigative Dermatology and its acceptance of shady advertising
have never been fulfilled. The Journal has enjoyed a good
reputation from the beginning and is ever gaining in stature and
influence under the Editorship of Dr. Naomi M. Kanof.
Of interest to us members is the fact that the Society for Investi-
gative Dermatology and The Journal of Investigative Dermatology
were the first, and for many years, the only organization and
Journal of its kind in the world devoted exclusively to investi-
gative work of all sorts related to a single medical specialty.
Likewise of great interest has been the inauguration, in recent
years, of a Journal of Investigative Dermatology in Italy; and now,
according to Professor L. M. Pautrier, there are plans being made
to start a journal in France devoted to experimental dermatology.
It appears that this need for a journal devoted to experimental
work and research in relation to the skin is by no means confined
to the United States.
The place the Society now occupies in dermatology is aptly
expressed by one of its founders and world leaders in a
communication to the Society in 1948: ‘‘The program is the best
evidence of the high function and accomplishments of this
Society which we got under way amidst such varied head-
shakings a decade ago, in the field of American medicine in
general and in our specialty in particular’’ [8].
Today, one only has to scan its Journal or attend a meeting of
its scientific session to realize how well the ideals, aims, and objec-
tives of its originators have been justly and completely fulfilled.
Read before the 15th Annual Meeting of the Society for Investigative Dermatology, San Francisco,
California, June 19, 1954. From theDepartment of Dermatology and Syphilology, University of
Michigan Medical School, Ann Arbor, Michigan.
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